Annual reports of the selectmen and treasurer of the town of Chester, together with the report of the superintending school committee, for the year ending March, 1879. by Chester Town Representatives
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OrnCEES FOR THE YEAR 1878.
Moderator. — William P. Undeehill.
Town Clerk. — Cyrus F. Maeston.
Representative. — John Underhill.
Selectmen. — William Geeexotjgh, Samuel S. Parker,
George W. Dolber.
Superintending School-Committee. — Charles A. Wilcomb.
Treasurer. — John W. Notes.
Collector. — Silas F. Learna-RD.
Auditors. — William P. Underhill, Moses Webster,
John IST. Haselton.
The taxes assessed for the year 1878 are as follows : —
State tax $1,124 00
County tax 1,-538 46
School tax required by law 983 50
School-house tax, District No. 4 30 00
" " " "5 50 00
" " " " 1, in Auburn. 23 42
Town tax 1,500 00
Non-resident highway tax 136 84
Tax on dogs 71 00
Per cent, added 138 73
$5,595 95
The Selectmen charge themselves with order's drawn on the
Treasurer for the following purposes, amounting to $5,150 55 :—
SCHOOL TAX.
District ISTo. 1, JST. B. Goldsmith $278 75
2, C. A. Wilson,... 177 25
3, Frederick A. Morse 184 31
4, Emerson H. Childs 80 93
5, Garland Smith 71 13
6, O. F. Page 75 57
7, Luther C . Stevens 94 91
8, Charles F. True 102 53
9, Amos Sanborn 72 44
10, Milton D. Emerson 68 15




Amount of school-money raised by tax $983 50
Literary fund 98 47
Balance on dog-tax for 1876 and 1877 128 00
Sl,209 97
SCHOOL-HOUSE TAX.
District 2^o. 4 $30 00
" " 5 50 00
" 1, in Auburn 23 42
$103 42,
STATE AKD COUISTTY TAXES.
State tax $1,124 00
County tax 1,538 46
•^
S2,662 46
IMPROYEMEKTS IX HIGHWAYS Aiq"D BRIDGES.
Charles Pressey, bill $19 87
William C. Ela, plank and stringers, and labor
on bridges 25 42
Daniel Sanborn, railing for highways 6 34
Lewis Kimball, bridge plank 75
Charles Sanborn, bridge plank 14 46
Charles N. Greenough, plank and stringers
for Wilson bridge 25 20
B. F. Spofford, labor on road and bridge 10 92
S. F. Learnard, work on Wilson bridge 3 00
Milton D. Emerson, repairing road 3 50
Martin L. Butterfield, repairing road 10 59
John H. Smith, repairing road 2 55
Daniel S. West, work on culvert 7 50
H. L. Pollard, bridge plank and stringers. .
.
6 59





William C. Ela $20 98
Eichard B. Morse 2 50
Luther B.Lane 3 37
Ebenezer Morse 3 75
George Cammett 3 38
George W. Clarke 2 13
S. F. Learnard 2 00
Jason Spoflford, 1876 2 17
Charles K. Fitts 8 95
Charles K. Fitts 8 37
David C. French 4 05
William A. Smith, 1877 2 00
Daniel Sanborn 6 60
Charles H. Edwards 1 45
Parker Morse, 1877 3 13
William Weeks 4 56
Martin L. Butterfield 7 86
Seth D. Lane 13 70
WiUiam P. W. Whittemore 13 12
Milton D. Emerson. 6 35
Emerson H. Childs 1 37
$121 79
KON-EESIDEi^T HIGHWAY TAXES WOEKED.
S. F. Learnard and others, 1877 $42 22
S. F. Learnard and others, 1878 77 37
$119 59
TOWK-HALL EXPENSES.




Daniel Sanborn, repairs on graveyard fence.





SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS.
George W. Chase $3 75
William P. Underhill (two) 7 00
Moses Webster 3 50
Ebenezer Morse (two) 7 00
$21 25
ABATEMENT OF TAXES EOR 1876.
Benjamin P. Cox, left the state $1 55
James O. Gerah, left the state 1 65
Warren A. Stuart, left the state 2 80
Warren J. Chase, paid in Massachusetts .... 1 55
B. P. Underhill, out West 1 55
Albert Kimball, out West 1 55
Town Parm 32 10
$42 65
ON 1877 LIST.
J. H. Cunningham SI 72
William H. Cook, in Massachusetts 1 72
Daniel J. Piper, left town 1 72
George W. Parsons, left town 172
C. C. Beard, left town 3 06
William Hooper - 1 36
George J. Chase, Boston 1 36
James O. Gerah, left 3 82
Uri C. Pierce, in Massachusetts 1 82
F. W. Bachelder •.• 145
W. O. D. Smith 1 45
Joseph Coudry, paid Londonderry 1 45
John C. Haselton, left 1 45
Charles B. Hook, left 1 45
Joseph Baker, left 136
1
Alexander Drummond, left 2 04
Frank H. Frost, left 1 36
Beal estate bid off by town 18 79
$49 10
OVER TAXED.
O. D. Couch S24 05
David C. French (one dog) — 1 00
$25 05
ABATEMENT OF DOG TAX.
Eufus Abbott, female dog died $2 00
$2 00
SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
Charles A. Wilcomb, services and expenses.. $41 00
$41 00
TOWN TREASUREE.
JohnW. Noyes S25 00
$25 00
TOWN CLERK.
Cyrus F. Marston $13 00
Stationery and postage 1 00
Notifying officers to take the oath 1 00
$15 GO
POLICE SERVICES.
Josiah D. Morse $3 00
$3 00
CHECK-LISTS.
John W. Noyes, printing and expenses $9 GO
$9 GO
BALLOT-BOXES.
John W. West, 2d, two boxes $1 25
" " " two locks 125
$2 50
POUND.
George S. Underbill $4 50
GUIDE-POST.
Charles 'N. Greenough $5 00
DAMAGE ON HIGHWAY.
James W. Towle, horse hurt $20 00
EETUENS OF BIETHS AND DEATHS.
Dr. Lafayette Chesley.. S3 50
BOUNTY ON EOXES AND HAWKS.
William Greeuough, seven foxes $3 50
" " eleven hawks 2 20
G. W. Dolber, twenty-six hawks . . .' 5 20
S. S. Parker, seven hawks 1 40
PRINTING AND STATIONERY.
John B. Clarke, printing Town Reports $25 00
Temple & Earrington, blank books 3 13
" " invoice books 60
S. E. Learnard, tax bills 2 00
G. W. Dolber, getting reports printed, ex-
penses 2 50
DISCOUNT ON TAXES.
S. E. Learnard, discount of four per cent $81 50
COLLECTING TAXES.
Paid S. E. Learnard for 1876 $13 34
" '< " " 1877 30 11











Frank P. Brown, for support of Hannah. L.
Courier, from Nov. 19, 1878, to Feb. 21, 1879 $22 84
$22 84
Ostineller Robie, for support of Sophia Wil-
comb, from Aug. 22, 1878, to March 1, 1879 . $Bi 75— $34 75
Joseph Johnson's family:—
Dr. J. F. Brown's bill $6 41
Dr. L. Chesley's bill 1 50
Melvin E. Morse's bill 1 40
$9 31
Tramps kept:—
Edward West's bill $9 00
G. W. Dolber's bill 5 25
D. L. Batchelder's bill 4 50
G. W. Dolber, services and expenses 16 50
$35 25
SELECTMEN'S SEEYICES.
"William G-reenough $45 00
S.S.Parker 48 95
George W. Dolber 32 50
$126 45
SELECTMEN'S EXPENSES.
William Greenough $12 50
Samuel S. Parker 18 84
George W. Dolber 10 22
$41 56
TOWN-HALL EXPENSES.
Charles G. McDuffee $1 00
AUDITORS' SERVICES.
U 00
William P. Underbill J|2 00
Moses Webster 2 00
$4 00
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AUDITOES' AND SELECTMEN'S EXPENSES.






Chester, February 22, 1879.
Chester, February 22, 1879.
"We, the undersigned, have this day examined the Selectmen's
and Overseer of the Poor's accounts for the past year, and find the






DR. THE TOWN OF CHESTER IN ACCOUNT
1878-9.
To cash paid for printing and stationery $33 23
non-resident taxes worked out 119 59
care of cemetery and hearse 4 00
breaking roads 121 79
improvements on roads and bridges 167 79
state tax 1,124 00
county tax 1,538 46
laud for cemetery, and fencing same 50 00
sheep killed by dogs 21 25
collecting taxes, balance of 1876, balance of 1877, and in part for
1878 103 45
discount on taxes paid before August 1 81 50
bounty on foxes and hawks 12 30
return of births and deaths 3 50
superintending school committee 41 00
town treasurer's services 25 00
town clerk's services and expenses 15 00
police service 3 00
cbeck-list blanks 9 00
ballot-boxes .' 2 50
repairs on pound 4 50
guide-posts 5 00
damages on account of defective highways 20 00
school-money to districts 1,209 97
school-house taxes in districts Nos. 4, 5, and 1 103 42
repairing and warming town hall 2 00
overseer of poor, services and expenses 16 50
support of poor 85 65
selectmen's services 126 45
selectmen's expenses 41 56
abatement of taxes on lists of 1876 and 1877 91 75
abatement of dog-taxes, 1878 2 00
abatement over-taxed property 25 05
town debt, notes taken up 7,014 53
auditors' services 4 00
D. L. Batchelder, dinner for selectmen and auditors 4 75
Balance in the hands of the treasurer 271 34
$12,504 83
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WITH JOHN W. NOYES, TOWN TREASURER. CR.
By balance in the treasury February 25, 1878 $872 15
By cash of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 300 00
Hired of James Harden 215 OO
of S. P. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 200 00
hired of Rebecca Wason 400 00
hired of Mary Butterfleld 200 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 300 00
of S. P. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 100 00
hired of William D. Knowles 350 00
hired of Joseph J. Brown 300 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 200 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 I75 oO
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 125 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 100 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1876 50 00
hired of James D. Lane 300 00
hired of John Lane 100 00
hired of David Currier 200 00
of S. F Learnard on tax-list of 1878 1,856 06
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 500 00
hired of Lauren Wason 400 00
hired of Elbridge Wason 200 00
hired of Lydia Towle 110 00
of S. F. Learnard on taxdist of 1877 . . , 200 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 200 00
hired of William D. Knowles 100 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 200 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1877 loO 00
hired of George M Clark 100 00
hired of jNIartha A. Hatch 200 00
hired of John Wason, 2d 110 00
hired of Lavinia Wason 140 oo
hired of Ebenezer Marden 400 00
of Moses Webster, income from town farm 177 33
of state treasurer, savings-bank tax 639 38
of state treasurer, literary fund 81 63
of state treasurer, railroad tax 33 92
hired of Charles H. Knowles 200 00
hired of Julia A. Sanborn 160 00
hired of Matilda S. True 119 08
hired of Ella E. Webster Ill 33
hired of Matilda S. True 150 00
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 600 00
of C. G. McDuffee, for use of town hall 2 00
hired ot Mary Sanborn 280 00
of S. F. Learnard, balance of tax of 1876*. 70 21
of S. F. Learnard, balance of tax of 1877 115 §7
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 125 oO
of S. F. Learnard, interest collected on taxes of 1877 36 42
of S. F. Learnard on tax-list of 1878 300 00
$12,504 83




The town owes notes as follows, all on interest at four per cent,
per annum, interest cast to March 1, 1879 : —
1878.
Jan. 12. Sarah E. Pratt $1,670 29
12. Susan J. Mullet 723 80
Feb. 1. Ephraim INTichols 1,043 46
1. Frederick Wason 1,147 81
1. Lydia Carr 782 60
1. Betsey Pressey 104 34
1. Daty Ann Morse 303 60
1. Martha W. Webster 208 70
1. Moses Webster 1,043 46
1. Jonathan Pressey 782 60
1. SarahShaw 782 60
1. Sarah A. Morse 936 45
1. Joseph Webster 678 17
1. Elizabeth K. Cheswell 521 73
15. Daniel Sanborn 1,041 73
16. Wilham P. TJnderhill 459 13
April 1. James Marden 222 88
10. Mary Butterfield 207 11
May 16. Joseph J. Brown. = 309 50
July 1. James D. Lane 308 00
1. John Lane 102 66
1. David Currier 205 33
Kov. 23. Lydia Tpwle 11119
29. Lauren S. Wason 404 00
29. Elbridge Wason 202 00
Dec. 21. William D. Knowles 100 77
1879.
Jan. 9. George M. Clark 100 57
15. Martha A. Hatch 201 00
19. Ebenezer Marden 40182
19. Lavinia J. Wason 140 63
19. John Wason, 2d. . 110 60
Feb. 1. Charles H. Knowles 200 67
4. Julia A. Sanborn 160 45
5. Matilda S. True 119 41
10. Ella E. Webster Ill 57
15
Feb. 10. Matildas. True 150 33
17. Mary Sanborn 2^0 40
$16,381 26
From which deduct : —
Cash in Treasurer's hands $271 34
Balance due from J. 1«[. Haselton on tax-list
of 1873 56 75
Balance due from J. JST. Haselton on tax-list
of 1874 241 56
Balance due from J. 1^. Haselton on tax-list
of 1875 325 02
Balance due from S. F. Learnard on tax-list
of 1878 1,714 89
Balance due from the United States 895 00
9 1-2 M shingles for town hall 52 25
The town farm 2,278 82
$5,835 63
Balance against the town $10,545 63
Town debt reduced the past year S687 08
JOHN W. NOTES, Treasurer.
Chester, February 22, 1879.
Chester, Feb. 22, 1879.
We, the undersigned, have this day examined the Town Treas-
urer's accounts for the past year, and find the same correctly cast,








The following is a synopsis of the school-work for 1878-79 : —
Teachers' examination standard, 10.
DISTRICT 1^0. 1. Money, $278.75.
iSfATHAisr B. Goldsmith, Prudential Committee.
Three terms : spring, 11 weeks ; summer, 8 weeks; winter, 11
weeks. Teacher, Miss Addie M. Greeley, of Londonderry, K. H.
Examination average, 8.8.
The committee was very fortunate in securing the services of
Miss Greeley, who, by her thorough and systematic discipline,
achieved a decided success. Few, if any, of her predecessors have
merited or received a more hearty co-operation of parents, in their
endeavors to institute needed reforms and raise this school to its
proper standing. Possessing what too many of our teachers lack,
— experience and a knowledge of the theory of systematic in-
struction, her efforts could but be followed b}^ beneficial results.
A better selection cannot be made for the coming year.
DISTRICT Xo. 2. Money, .§177.25.
Benjamin F. Wilson, Prudential Committee.
Three terms : spring, 8 weeks ; summei", 6 weeks ; winter, 7
weeks. Teacher, Miss Abbie F. Palmei-, of Derry, IS". H. Ex-
amination average, 6.4.
Miss Palmer made earnest efforts to benefit those under her care
18
and maintain the former good name of this really good school, and
not without general satisfaction. This school should have the
best teachers, who should be retained through successive years,
as it is only by repeated and persistent application of particular
methods of teaching that the most progress is made. Much time
is wasted by a too frequent change of instructors.
DISTRICT No. 3. Money, S184.31.
Frederick A. Morse, Prudential Committee.
Two terms: summer, 10 weeks ; fall, 11 weeks. Teacher, Miss
May A. Fitz^of Chester. Examination average, 9.6.
Patience and a willingness to work are essential to a teacher of
this school, and the committee exercised good judgment in mak-
ing his selection. There seems to be a carelessness, or indiffer-
ence, prevalent in this school, which it should be the aim of teach-
ers and parents to remove. Let the parents show a stronger in-
terest in their children's progress, and better results will follow the
teacher's labors.
DISTRICT Ko. 4. Money, $80.93.
Emerson Childs, Prudential Committee.
Two terms : summer, 6 Aveeks ; fall, 10 weeks. Teachers : Miss
Emma M.Moore, of Chester. Examination average, 8.6. Miss
Dizzie R. Caldwell, of JS"ew Boston, ]^. H. Examination aver-
age, 5.
Miss Moore applied herself earnestly to her task and not with-
out good success.
The burning of the school-house, necessitating the transfer of the
school to inconvenient apartments in a private house, occasioned a
bad break in, and impaired the work of, the fall term.
Miss C. lacks the decision absolutely necessary to good order.
A study of the art of teaching would be beneficial. An energetic,
capable teacher should be found to honor the new school-house
with a model school.
DISTRICT l<io. 5. Money, $71.13.
Garland Smith, Prudential Committee.
One term : summer, 16 weeks. Teacher, Miss Ella F. Hanson,
of Auburn. Examination average, 8.
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Miss Hanson acquitted herself to the general satisfaction of all.
The examination showed rather too mucli dependence upon the
exact questions as found in the text-books, and not enough familiar-
ity with the general application of rules. Two terms of eight
weeks each, with sufficient vacation for a healthful rest of mind
and body, would render the greatest return.
DISTRICT 'No. 6. Money, $75.57.
Oren F. Page, Prudential Committee.
Two terms : summer, 7 weeks; fall, 8 weeks. Teacher, Miss
Myra A. Gillingham, of Chester. Examination average, 6.8.
Miss Gillingham possesses many qualities necessary in a good
teacher, and with experience and more attention to the minutiae
of school discipline, her labor will be more fruitful.
A new house is one of the first things this district must have
before much enthusiasm can be aroused among the pupils. A
scholar's surroundings have much to do with his progress.
DISTRICT No. 7. Money, $94.91.
Luther C. Stevens, Prudential Committee.
Two terms : spring, 8 weeks; fall, 12 weeks. Teacher, Miss
Helen F. Merrill. Examination average, 8.4.
Miss Merrill fully sustained her record as a successful teacher,
and maintained the high standing of this school. There is notice-
able in this district a desire on the part of the pupils to assist the
teacher in her work, which always results in progress. The exam-
inations were very interesting, showing thoroughness and enthusi-
asm among the scholars.
DISTRICT No. 8. Money, $102.53.
Charles F. True, Prudential Committee.
Two terms. Teacher, Miss Alice M. Brown, of Hampton Falls.
Examination average, 9.
Well qualified, with experience Miss Brown will be among the
best of teachers. Fine progress was made under her instruction.
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DISTRICT No. 9. Money, $72.44.
Amos Sanborn, Prudential Committee.
Two terms: spring, 7 weeks; fall, 8 weeks. Teacher, Miss Susie
E. Wadleigh, of Fremont. Examination average, 6.6.
The smallest school in town, it is by no means the least. Steady
improvement marks Miss Wadleigh's reign.
DISTRICT E"o. 10. Money, .f58.15.
Milton D. Emerson, Prudential Committee.
Two terms : summer, 9 weeks; fall, 8 weeks. Teacher, Mrs.
Lizzie S. Hooke. Examination average, 8.
It is my privilege to repeat the testimonies of my predecessors
in regard to this school ; well-disciplined, interesting, and progres-
sive.
HIGH SCHOOL.
Miss Alice M. Brown, of Hampton Falls, IST. H., soon after the
close of the school in District No. 8, opened a private school for
advanced scholars in the old academy building, much to the grati-
fication of the public.
The maximum attendance was 34. In view of her eminent suc-
cess Miss B. is to conduct a spring term. The attention of the
public has yearly been directed to the necessity of a 2^^'>^i^'>'C(-nent
high school, affording advantages for obtaining a thorough academ-
ical education, and until such an institution is established the gen-
eral intelligence of our youth will be below a healthful average.
" Chester Academy^'''' reference to which has been annually made
in our school reports, ceased its existence some fifteen years or
more ago, having given up the ghost after a successful career, and
the public spirit of our citizens ebbed so low as to witness its
demise, without an attempt at resuscitation ; since which, its good
name and record have been appropriated in aid of private undertak-
ings. It is to be hoped Miss B. may find it to her advantage to
continue a school here, as many 3'^outh of our town are desirous of
pursuing their studies further than is customary in the public
schools, and are pecuniarily unable to attend out of town.
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EXAMIKIl^G TEACHEES.
A system of written examination was adopted to ascertain the
qualifications of teachers, this year, from which the diflferent aver-
ages as given after each one's name were taken.
HIRIKG TEACHEES.
The great element of success in any school is a thoroughly capa-
ble teacher. To secure such at the present low wages paid by
many of our country schools, seems and is no easy task. From ob-
servation I find that the present custom of selecting teachers
admits of a great deal of abuse, insomuch as it gives to the pruden-
tial committees such freedom in allowing their personal interests
to decide their choice, while oftentimes others better qualified by
education and experience receive no notice at their hands. The
following suggestion appears to be more in accordance with the
plan pursued by other towns in a selection of instructors : —
Let the prudential committee receive applications from all
wishing to teach in his district, appoint a day for the applicants
to meet the committee for examination, and engage that person
whom the examining committee find best fitted, by education,
experience and otherwise, to take charge of their school, and thus











JOHN B. CLARKE, Proprietor.
DAILY MIbSoBJAMERICAN,
THREE EDITIONS EACH DAT,
Circulates in all the reading families in the city and vicinity, and
is sold on the cars of all the railroads radiating from the city.
Terms, $6.00, a year in advance.
WEEKLY MiSorI EARMEE,
A 48-COLUMN QUARTO,
Having the largest circulation of any paper of its class in New-
England out of Boston. The great paper for the farmers of I^ew
Hampshire.
Only $1.00 a year. Special rates to Clubs.
MIRROR JOB DEPARTMENT,
Unexcelled in the State,
Every description of Job Printing, from an address card to a
book of hundreds of pages, printed at short notice, in the best
manner, and at the lowest prices.
Milk Accounts, Blank Receipts, and Blank Check-Lists
on hand and for sale at low prices.
Also, published and for sale at this office, " Sanborn's History
OF New Hampshire," price $2.00; "Clarke's History of
Manchester," price $2.50; and "Mirror Hand-Book," con-
taining hundreds of useful hints on etiquette, letter-writing, horse-
training, receipts for the kitchen, sick-room, toilet, &c. Pi'ice, 10
cents. Sent by mail on receipt of price.
Aaaress, JOHN B. CLARKE,
